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ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
State of New Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Benton qualified to vote in Town
affairs.
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community Building in said
Benton on the second Tuesday of March next (the 1 1 th) at seven o'clock
in the evening to vote and act upon the following subjects:
ARTICLE 1. To choose a Town Clerk; one Selectman for a term of
three years; Treasurer; Tax Collector; Auditor; Sexton; one Trustee of
Trust Funds for a term of three years; one member of the Board of
Adjustment for a term of five years; and all other necessary Town officers
and agents for the ensuing year.
ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to create the office of Dog
Officer, relieving the Constable of these responsibilities, and, according
to the vote, will elect a Constable and a Dog Officer if needed.
ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to authorize payment, as of
this date, of the minimum wage for hourly labor performed for the Town.
ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $179.50 as the Town's share for construction of highways (Town
Road Aid) as provided by Chapter 241 of the Revised Statutes An-
notated, as amended.
ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and authorize
the withdrawal from the Revenue Sharing Fund established under the
provisions of the State and Local Assistance Act of 1972 for use as set-
offs against budgeted appropriations for the following specific purposes
and in the amounts indicated herewith, or take any other action hereon:
Appropriation Amount
Home Health Service $300.00
Mental Health Service 300.00
Cottage Hospital 400.00
ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $226.41 to support the program of the White Mountains Region
Association.
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $500.00 to complete preparation of the North Benton portion
of the Town tax map.
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $750.00 to provide a police radio for the Constable.
ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to make any alterations in
the amount of money to be raised and appropriated as recommended in
the budget and will vote to raise and appropriate all sums so determined.
ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to accept the reports of
officers and agents as printed in the Town Report.
ARTICLE 1 1 . To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-
men to borrow money for current indebtedness in anticipation of taxes
collected in the year 1980 and to be paid therefrom.
ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-
men to administer or sell any real estate acquired through Tax Col-
lector's deeds.
ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to authorize a discount
on current property taxes paid before a date set by the Selectmen if
all previous taxes are paid and will vote to set the amount of said
discount.
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BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON
Estimates of Revenue for the Year 1980
Compared with Actual Revenue for the Year 1979
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENTON
Estimates of Expenditures for the Year 1980
Compared with Actual Expenditures for the Year 1979








NET VALUATION ON WHICH































































Accounts Due Town From State:


























SUMMARY OF PROPERTY, RESIDENT AND YIELD TAXES
DEBITS
Taxes Committed to Collector









SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS






















TAX COLLECTORS UNCOLLECTED TAXES
As of December 31, 1979
Name
Albert, George V.
Aldrich, Jacob W. & Jacqueline J.
^Bailey, Gerald C.
Basnar, Reginald H. & Barbara
Bierig, Robert W. & Sandra T.
Boutin, Albert J., Jr. & Paula
Boutin, Carol
Boutin, David & Melinda C.
Boutin, Paul L., Sr. & Doris E.
Boutin, Paul L., Jr.
Boutin, Ronald G. 8c April R.
Chamberlin, Betty
Chamberlin, Richard & June






Elliott, Benjamin, Sr., et al
ElliotU Bruce A. & Dorothy I.
Elliott, Daniel R. & Laurie S.
Elliott, James W. & Margaret D.
Elliott, John G., Jr. & Catherine L.
Fenn, Edward & Diane
Fenn, Francis W.
Fenn, Thomas F. & J. Frances
Fernald, Robert & Amy
Fournier, Arthur J. & Ethel M.
Girard, Raymond
Hansen, Joel W.














































Harris, Michael E. & Helena L.




Subdivision Costs $ 25.00
Sale of Regulations 1.50 26.50
From Trust Funds:
For Cemeteries

















DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries:
William J. Harris, Selectman
James J. Page, Selectman
James R. White, Selectman
Marjorie L. Robitzer, Town Clerk
Maxine M. Tyler, Tax Collector
Priscilla T. Boutin, Treasurer
David W. Harris, Trustee










Kealey Fire: North Haverhill
Woodsville
Bath
Clark Fire: North Haverhill












William J. Harris, Labor
David W. Harris, Labor
Grass Seed and Flowers
Abatements, Discounts and Overpayments:
Abatements to Tax Collector
Abatements to Individuals
Overpayments to Tax Collector
Overpaid Yield Tax Deposit
Error in Posting Receipts
Tax Redemptions:
Robert E. Longpre
Taxes Bought by Town:
Yield Tax Deposits:
Maxine M. Tyler, Collector
Payment to Savings Account:





TOWN CLERK and DEPUTY COLLECTOR
I hereby submit the following report of funds received by me and paid over to the



















REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
For the Year Ending December 31, 1979
There are in the custody of the Trustees the following Trust Funds bequeathed to
the Town of Benton. The income received during the year is distributed as specified
by the donors of the funds.
Distribution of Income
Name of Fund Amount Cemetery School Highway
Ira Whitcher
COMMUNITY BUILDING REPORT
This year seven dinners were held in the Community Building, including one
for the Heart Fund and one for the Kealey family and two for the Children's
Christmas Party. We also rented the building twice for private parties. The
selectmen and planning board continued to hold their monthly meetings in the
building.
We would like to thank Mr. and Mrs. Arland Robitzer for painting the windows;
they did an excellent job. Now we will work to finish painting the rest of the
building and install storm windows.






TOTAL RECEIPTS $ 1,414.00
Expenses:
Food and Supplies $ 436.95
Hook Up Gas Stove 53.28
Gas 3.47
Everett Sawyer — Door 50.00
Repairs and Supplies 42.30
Christmas Party 250.00
TOTAL EXPENSES - 836.00







YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1979
DISTRICT OFFICERS
SCHOOL BOARD








Mr. Norman H. Mullen















The meeting was called to order at 8:30 P.M. by the Moderator, Mr.
James J. Page. The School Warrant was read by Mr. Page. A motion
was then made and seconded to recess the school meeting until the
completion of the town meeting. Vote in the affirmative.
The recessed school meeting was called to order at 10:00 P.M. by
the Moderator, Mr. Page. The following action was then taken on the
articles in the warrant.
Article 1. James J. Page was nominated for the office of Moderator for
the coming year. The motion was seconded and the clerk cast
one ballot.
Article 2. Jean T. Longpre was nominated for the office of Clerk for the
ensuing year. The motion was seconded and the Moderator
cast one ballot.
Article 3. Priscilla Boutin was nominated for the position of Member of
the School Board for a term of three (3) years. The motion
was seconded and the clerk cast one ballot.
Article 4. Maxine Tyler was nominated for the office of Treasurer for
the ensuing year. The motion was seconded and the clerk
cast one ballot.
Article 5. Priscilla Boutin, Chairperson of the School Board, stated that
the salaries of district officers were as follows: Chairperson,
$75.00; other two Board members, $50.00 each; Treasurer,
$50.00; Clerk, $ 16.00, making a total of $241.00. Mrs. Boutin
said that there was no salary for the Truant Officer as this
was an unneeded office. It was decided to consider the
position of Truant Officer under Article 7 and a motion was
then made and seconded to accept Article 5 as amended.
Motion carried.
Article 6. As there were no other reports a motion was made and
seconded to accept Article 6. Vote in the affirmative.
Article 7. Roy Irwin was nominated for the office of Truant Officer
for the ensuing year. The motion was seconded and the
clerk cast one ballot. Iona Boutin was then nominated for
the office of Auditor for the ensuing year. The motion was
seconded and the clerk cast one ballot.
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Article 8. Mr. James J. Page requested that John Elliott, Jr. take his
place as Moderator so that he could ask some questions on
the school budget. Mr. Elliott then took over as Moderator.
It was then agreed to permit Mr. Harold J. Haskins, Assistant
Superintendent of Schools, to answer questions. Mr. Page then
asked Mr. Haskins to explain a discrepancy in the figures given
in the Town Report on page 29 under "Estimated Income for
1979-1980". Mr. Page pointed out that the National Forest
Reserve figure should be $4,331.83 instead of $2,282.82 and
that the Trust Fund Income figure should have been listed as
$132.24 instead of $50.00. Mr. Haskins said that the figures
as listed in the report were a misprint, that the figures had
not been properly recorded and he will change them. Mr. Page
then said that the correct figure for the "Estimated Amount to
be Raised by 1979 Property Taxes" should be listed as
$69,454,89. Mr. Haskins then said that he would list this
amount as the estimated amount to be raised by taxes. Mr.
Elliott then stepped down and Mr. Page resumed as Moderator.
At this point Mr. Jacob Aldrich made a motion that the
school meeting be adjourned to a later date so that there
could be a proper and detailed discussion of the budget.
The motion was seconded and a vote in the affirmative
resulted. Mr. Arland Robitzer then requested that the
meeting be arranged so that Mr. Haskins would again be present
to answer questions. The meeting was recessed at 10:30 to a






The recessed School District Meeting of March 13, 1979 was reconvened
on Wednesday evening, March 28, 1979 at 7:30 o'clock at the Com-
munity Building. The Moderator, Mr. James J. Page called the meeting
to order and then read Article 8. Maxine Tyler read the minutes
(Article 8) of the March 13th meeting. The following discussion and
action then took place.
Article 8. Mr. Jacob Aldrich stated he wished Mr. Mullen had been
present. He also stated we do not have proper Communica-
tions with Supervisory Union #23. Mr. Aldrich asked Mr.
Haskins for an explanation of the difference in the tuition
figures for the Junior High and the Senior High. Mr. Haskins
explained the procedure of tuition figures. The increase in
Junior High is because more money was put in making better
programs than in Senior High.
Mr. Aldrich then asked about Busing Contracts, stating that
other towns have 3 year contracts instead of five year con-
tracts. He said we have a 70% increase in costs. Mr. Haskins
agreed a 70% increase is a large increase over a 5 year period.
The new $12,000 contract calls for $.81 a mile and the old
contract was $.56 a mile. Mr. Aldrich pointed out a discrep-
ancy in mileage of over 2,000 miles on the transportation in-
formation sheets between the figures for 1978-1979 and
1979-1980. It was explained that the 1978-1979 table did
not include the Benton Flats mileage. It was felt we were not
given true figures on transportation. There are 12 children in
Benton Flats but the figure fluctuates. We have to allow for
children coming in and dropping out. Mr. Robitzer told about
the Blue Mt. transportation figures. Mr. Haskins feels the
figures are comparable to other places in the area. Priscilla
Boutin told about the old contract of $5,500. With the in-
crease of children Mr. Clough had asked for $1,500 more.
Mr. Robitzer asked if an escalation clause could be included
in the contract if gas should go over $.80 a gallon. The new
contract is for 55 pupils with gas figured at $.80 a gallon.
Priscilla Boutin mentioned that Mr. Hardy had asked to have
transportation of his children and that the State had informed
the School Board that we had to transport the children. It
was mentioned that maybe it would be wise to transport
26
Benton Flats children ourselves. Mr. Haskins said that the
round trip to Benton was 60 miles and to Benton Flats 28
miles, a 2/3 to 1/3 ratio. Mr. Robitzer said Benton in another
two years would not be the same with world affairs as they
are going and gasoline and oil would affect everyone. Mr.
Haskins remarked that some thought is being taken on runn-
ing schools more in warmer weather to save energy. We are
just touching the surface to save energy.
The suggestion was made to transport grade school children
only but this was thought not a good idea.
Kindergarten was discussed. It was believed that we would
have 3 pupils instead of 2. It was suggested to discontinue
Kindergarten and have Mothers get together as they did a few
years ago. It was discussed but no one made a motion so the
matter was dropped. There were only 14 voters present.
A motion was then made and seconded that the District raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the payment
of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and
for the payment of statutory obligations of the district, the
sum of $75,075.96. Motion passed. Vote in the affirmative.
Article 9. As there was no other business a motion was made to adjourn.





THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Benton
qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Community Building in said
district on the 11th day of March, 1980, at 8:30 o'clock in the after-
noon to act upon the following subjects:
ARTICLE 1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
ARTICLE 2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
ARTICLE 3. To choose one Member of the School Board for a term
of three years.
ARTICLE 4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
ARTICLE 5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer and fix the compensation of
other officers or agents of the district.
ARTICLE 6. To hear reports of Agents, Committees, or Officers
Chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
ARTICLE 7. To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees, in re-
lation to any subject embraced in this Warrant.
ARTICLE 8. To see if the District will raise and appropriate the sum
of $2,400.00 for a deficiency appropriation in the
1979-1980 fiscal year.
ARTICLE 9. To see what sum of money the district will raise and
appropriate for the support of schools, for the salaries
of school district officials and agents and for the pay-
ment of statutory obligations of the district, and to
authorize the application against said appropriation of
such sums as are estimated to be received from the state
foundation aid fund together with other income; the
school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and appropriation, which
balance is to be raised by taxes by the Town.





School Board of Benton
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ESTIMATED INCOME FOR 1980-1981




National Forest Reserve 4,331.83
Trust Fund Income 132.24
Estimated Amount to be Raised
by 1980 Property Taxes 81 ,056.66
TOTAL APPROPRIATION $86,677.27
We recommend that the District adopt the Proposed Budget and raise and appro-




School Board of Benton
RECOMMENDED MOTION:
I move that the District raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for the
payment of salaries for the school district officials and agents, and for the payment
of statutory obligations of the district, the sum of $86,677.27.
REVISED INCOME FOR 1979-1980
Unencumbered Balance 181.24
Sweepstakes 1,156.54
National Forest Reserve 4,331.83
Trust Fund Income 132.24
Total Revenue and Credits 5,801.85




STATEMENT OF BUDGET AND EXPENDITURES
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1979
Adopted Budget Paid Out
1978-1979 1978-1979
100 Administration
110.1 Salaries of District Officers $ 241.00 $ 241.00
135 Contracted Services 25.00 16.00
190 Other Expenses
.1 District Officers 200.00 44.60
500 Pupil Transportation
535 Contracted Services 7,000.00 5,500.00
1400 Outgoing Transfer Accounts
1477 Expenditures to Other School
District, Public Academies, or
Administrative Units in the
State
.1 Tuition 51,512.05 47,280.98
*.3 District Share of Supervisory
Union Expenses 1,514.61 1,379.69
CONTINGENCY FUND 50.00
CASH ON HAND AT END OF YEAR
JUNE 30, 1979
3001 General Fund 116.20
TOTAL $60,542.66 $54,578.47
This figure includes the amount of $312.63, the district's share of the Super-
intendent's salary.
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979
RECEIPTS
Cash on Hand July 1, 1978 $ 114.90
Received from Local Sources
Current Appropriation 48,842.96
Other Revenue from Local Sources
Earnings from Permanent Funds & Endowments 132.24
Revenue from State Sources-Sweepstakes 1 ,1 56.54
Revenue from Federal Sources
National Forest Reserve 4,331.83
TOTAL $54,578.47
PAYMENTS
Orders of School Board $54,462.27
Cash on Hand at End of Year
June 30, 1979 116.20
TOTAL $54,578.47
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REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year July 1, 1978 to June 30, 1979
School District of Benton
SUMMARY
Cash on Hand July 1, 1978
Received from Selectmen
Current Appropriation
Revenue from State Sources
Revenue from Federal Sources
Received as income from Trust Funds
TOTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL AMOUNT AVAILABLE FOR FISCAL YEAR
LESS SCHOOL BOARD ORDERS PAID














This is to certify that I have examined the books, vouchers, bank statements and
other Financial records of the treasurer of the school district of BENTON of which
the above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1979, and find them
correct in all respects.
July 11, 1979 IONA V. BOUTIN
Auditor
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
I herewith submit my fifteenth annual report to the voters of the
Benton School District.
The priorities of any organization are changing constantly depending
upon resources available to a company, school or other agency. With
the advent of a possible recession, high energy costs, more bureaucratic
red tape, programs foisted on local school district, shrinking dollars,
etc., we must address ourselves to providing every economy and, at the
same time, provide for a good educational system within the ability of
the community to support the schools economically.
An interesting study has recently been released comparing the prior-
ities of school boards to those of the general public. This is a nationwide
study and would vary in different parts of the country. It does, however,






















Many of the priorities listed above are evident in our community and,
it appears that school boards are working at cross-purposes with the
general public. But, when working with the general welfare of every-




















Energy and inflation are the two greatest problems facing us from an
economic point of view. In June of 1978 #4 fuel oil cost school dis-
tricts $13.25 per barrel (42 gallons), and at the present time the cost is
$32.57 per barrel. We have been told that in the fiscal year 1980-81
#2 fuel oil will cost in the neighborhood of $1.35 to $1.50 per gallon.
In order to budget for energy we have more than doubled our costs for
next year.
Inflation is no better. Economists are telling us that inflation is run-
ning at 13.3% and we can expect double digit inflation for the fore-
seeable future.
These concerns in our economy are having a disastrous effect on
school costs. We cannot control the costs, but we are trying to budget
very carefully in all areas so that taxes may be held to a minimum.
Our enrollments for this school year are as follows:









Elementary 24 @ 975. 23,400.
Junior High 14 @ 1,350. 18,900.
Senior High 12 @ 1,650. 19,800
8




Section 5, Chapter 243, Laws of 1953 of the State of New Hampshire
requires that school district annual reports show the total amount paid
to the superintendent and assistant superintendent.
One-half of the School Administrative Unit expense is prorated
among the several school districts of the Unit on the basis of adjusted
valuation. One-half is prorated on the basis of average daily membership
in the schools for the previous school year ending June 30. The Super-
intendent of S.A.U. #23, during the 1979-1980 school year, will receive
a salary of $28,210.00, prorated among the several school districts.
The Assistant Superintendent will receive a salary of $23,219.00, pro-
rated among the several school districts. Allowance for travel within the
Unit for the Superintendent is $3,000.00 and for the Assistant Super-
intendent, $2,000.00 also prorated as stated above.

















BIRTHS REGISTERED IN THE TOWN OF BENTON, N.H.
For the Year Ending December 31 , 1979
Date of Birth and
Name of Child
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